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Built Environment and Health Consortium

Mission and Vision

The University of Miami Built Environment and Health Consortium is an interdisciplinary group of
bioscientists, health scientists, architects and urban planners, social and behavioral scientists and
epidemiologists whose mission is to promote family and community-based health research that furthers
understanding of the environmental contributors to health. The consortium conducts empirical research,
training and health advocacy using scientifically based models of the cultural, social and environmental
mediators of health. The overarching mission of the Consortium is to integrate perspectives from the
biosciences, international, national, regional, and local health agencies (e.g., NIH, CDC, WHO, PAHO,
Florida and Dade County Health Depts), the health sciences, and family and community organizations to
improve health in work, educational, and residential settings among others.

Cross-disciplinary scientific evidence
The activities of the Consortium are underpinned by empirical evidence from several disciplines and
paradigms.
> Emerging evidence that the social, cultural and in particular complex levels of the
physical (built) environment of neighborhoods and communities contribute substantially
to health status (Fox, Jackson, & Barondess, 2003).
> Compelling findings on the relationship between the physical environment, activity,
obesity, and chronic diseases (Addy et al., 2004; Malaguti, Castorini, & Lechan, 2004).
> Growing evidence on the relationship between social connectedness and health status
(House, Landis & Umberson, 1988).
> Perspectives on culture, SES, and disparities in health behaviors and status, quality of
life, and well-being,

Capabilities and Operations of the Consortium

v' Catalyze, support and seek funding for interdisciplinary health research that incorporates built
environment contributors.

v" Translate emerging research findings for dissemination by policy and advocacy groups to
enhance health literacy.

v" Encourage long term studies and legislation to address the health impact of interventions into the
social or physical structure of residential, work, and educational environment
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